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A RESOLUTION OF THE WHITFIELD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS AMENDING CHAPTER FIVE OF THE WHITFIELD 

COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING ARTICLE X THEREOF, 
KNOWN AS THE WHITFIELD COUNTY ROAD ADDRESSING ORDINANCE, 

BY AMENDING CHAPTER SEVEN OF THE WHITFILED COUNTY  
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY REPEALING ARTICLE I THEREOF, 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 

Ordinance _______ 
 
To amend Chapter 5 of the Whitfield County Code of Ordinances, by repealing in its 
entirety the currently existing Article X, entitled “Whitfield County Road Addressing 
Ordinance,” and replacing and substituting therewith a new Article X, still entitled 
“Whitfield County Road Addressing Ordinance,” and to amend Chapter 7 of the 
Whitfield County Code of Ordinances, by repealing in its entirety the currently existing 
Article I, as the same conflicts with Article X of Chapter 5, as amended herein, and for 
other purposes.  
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Whitfield County and by the 
authority of same, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED as follows: 
 

1. Amend Chapter 5 of the Whitfield County Code of Ordinances by repealing in its 
entirety Article X, and replacing and substituting therewith a new Article X, 
entitled “Whitfield County Road Addressing Ordinance,” as set forth 
hereinbelow: 

 
ARTICLE X.  WHITFIELD COUNTY ROAD ADDRESSING ORDINANCE 

 
Sec. 5-160. Title. 
 
This Article shall be known as the Whitfield County Road Addressing Ordinance. 
 
Sec. 5-161. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this Article is to establish a reliable and consistent system of assigning 
unique addresses to structures and properties within Whitfield County, to be known as the 
Whitfield County Addressing System (hereinafter “the System.”) Such System shall be 
necessary to ensure the continued public health, safety, and welfare in the following 
respects: 
 
(a)  It will improve response time by law enforcement, fire, ambulance, and other 

emergency services; 
 
(b)  It will provide a basis for the development of sub-systems which can 

automatically and quickly generate specific, reliable directions for drivers from any 
starting location to any destination within Whitfield County; 
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(c)  It will prevent and resolve duplication of addresses and route names, confusing or 

misleading addresses, and multiple addresses for a single location. 
 
(d)  It will improve the delivery of public services, such as building inspections, road 

and infrastructure repair and maintenance, soil evaluations, utility installation and 
service, health inspections, property tax administration, property mapping, school 
busing, and other public services; 

 
(e)  It will provide for coordination among the mapping and Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) in use by various public utilities, parcel delivery, and governmental 
and quasi-governmental entities operating in Whitfield County; 

 
(f)  It will provide a clear and rational procedure for assigning new addresses and 

road names within Whitfield County as the need shall arise. 
 
5-162. Effect upon Municipal Ordinances 
 
This Article is not binding upon any incorporated city or town, except to the extent such 
city or town shall enter into an intergovernmental agreement consenting to the application 
hereof within its boundaries and shall adopt such Ordinance within said jurisdiction. 
 
5-163. Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee 
 
(a) The 911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee (hereinafter the "Committee") 

is hereby created to review and revise standards and policies to implement the 
objectives of this Article.  The Committee shall be composed of the designated 
Whitfield County Address Administrator and one (1) representative each from the 
Whitfield County Planning Department, Whitfield County Sheriff's Office, Whitfield 
County Fire Department, Whitfield County 911, Whitfield County Building and 
Zoning Department, Whitfield County Public Works, and Whitfield County GIS.  
Any municipality within Whitfield County which has adopted the provisions of the 
Whitfield County Road Addressing Ordinance for use within such municipal limits 
shall appoint one (1) representative to the Committee, except that, in such 
circumstance, the City of Dalton shall appoint two (2) representatives to the 
Committee.  Members shall serve until the respective entity appoints another 
representative to serve on the Committee. 

 
(b) The Committee shall be organized as follows: 
 

(1) The Address Administrator shall serve as the Chairperson of the Committee. 
The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Committee and cause 
records and minutes of the Committee to be kept. 

 
(2) The Committee shall meet at the discretion of the Chairperson or at the request 

of any two (2) members. 
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(c) The Committee is established for the following purposes: 
 

(1) To oversee address policy and implementation within Whitfield County.  
 
(2) To review and, from time to time, recommend amendments to the Whitfield 

County Addressing Ordinance. 
 
(3) To provide a forum to hear requested revisions to the Ordinance from members 

of the public. 
 
(4) To inform and educate citizens regarding: 
 

(a) What an address means from the standpoint of the local government(s.) 
 
(b) How to obtain an address. 
 
(c) How an address relates to 911 emergency services. 
 
(d) Whitfield County’s process to eliminate duplicate street names and correct 

address numbering anomalies. 
 

(5) To provide a forum for citizens concerned with any road name change issues.  
 
(6) To provide notice and the opportunity for a hearing for citizens concerned with 

any addressing changes instituted by the Address Administrator; and to review 
any such determination of the Address Administrator, with final authority to 
affirm, amend, or reverse such determination.  An appeal from any such 
determination of the Addressing Administrator to the Committee shall be filed 
on forms provided by the Address Administrator.  The meeting notice of the 
Committee shall occur not more than forty-five (45) days from receipt by the 
Address Administrator of a properly completed Appeal request.  The Committee 
shall make a decision not later than thirty (30) days following the initial hearing 
upon any appeal.  The appellant shall be notified in writing at the address 
provided in the appeal within fifteen (15) days of the decision by the 
Committee. Any person dissatisfied with the Committee’s determination with 
respect to any proposed addressing change may seek review thereof by filing a 
Petition for a Writ of Certiorari in the Whitfield County Superior Court within 
thirty (30) days of the appellant’s receipt of the written determination of the 
Committee’s findings.  There shall be no appeal of such determination to the 
Whitfield County Board of Commissioners. 

 
(d) In implementing its purposes under this Article, the Committee shall: 
 

(1) Entertain and debate requested revisions to this Article. 
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(2) The Chairperson shall provide a written report to the Whitfield County Board of 
Commissioners with respect to the naming or renaming of roads. 

 
(3) Identify duplicate road names and report to the Addressing Administrator. 

 
(4) Identify out of sequence addresses, odd-even discrepancies, duplicate addresses 

and other addressing anomalies and report to the Addressing Administrator for 
reassignment in accordance with this Article. 

 
5-164. Address Administrator. 
 
All addressing functions shall be centralized in the office of the Whitfield County 
Address Administrator, who shall serve by appointment by the Whitfield County 
Administrator.  The Address Administrator’s duties shall include, but not be limited to, 
assigning addresses to new plats, assigning addresses for new residential and commercial 
construction, identifying addressing anomalies, and approving new or proposed road 
names, all based upon the provisions hereof. All applicants applying to name a new road, 
rename an existing road, or receive a residential or commercial address shall comply with 
this Article.  
 
5-165. Discrepancies. 
 
In his or her sole discretion, the Addressing Administrator may the seek guidance of or 
recommendation from the Committee for any addressing issue that is not specifically set 
forth in this Article.   
 
5-166. Address Number Assignment. 
 
Address assignment shall be based upon the type descriptions listed below.   Addresses 
shall be supplied only for habitable structures and devices with existing telephone 
service.  Addresses for proposed habitable structures not within major subdivisions (as 
defined by Whitfield County Code of Ordinances, Section 15-21(3)) will be provided 
only after the final location of ingress and egress to the structure and the final location of 
the structure are evident on the ground so that the correct and final GPS location of the 
structure, as an access point can be located.  An address will be provided for all final 
building permit applications.  Addresses for proposed structures within major 
subdivisions may be provided after final plat approval has been obtained.  Devices with 
telephone service will be provided an address when permanent position of the device can 
be located using GPS.  The Address Administrator shall have the authority to assign and 
to correct addresses not in compliance with this Ordinance.  Appeals of any decision by 
the Addressing Administrator shall be heard and decided by the Committee, as set forth 
in Section 5-163(c)(6). 
 
(a) Frontage Interval Address Style.  Address numbers shall be assigned to each 
structure, as defined herein, a “location number” based upon its distance (i.e., the number 
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of 10.56 foot segments) from the origin point of the road to the center point of the access 
drive. 
 
(b) Odd/Even Number Location. Numbers are odd on the left hand side of the road 
and even on the right side of the road as the numbers increase. 
 
(c) Fractional, Alphanumeric, Hyphenated Addresses.  There shall be no use of 
fractional addresses, alphanumeric address numbers or hyphenated address numbers. This 
provision shall apply to apartment numbers and suite numbers as well as to secondary 
location indicators such as apartment numbers and suite number.  
 
(d) Component Order.  Components of a road address shall always be in the 
following order: address number, directional prefix (if any), road name and road type, 
designation of apartment or suite, and apartment/suite number.  
 
(e)  Diagonal Roads.  Diagonal roads shall be treated as either north-south or east-
west roads. Once orientation is established it shall be used throughout the entire length of 
the road.  The orientation will not change even if the road changes direction. Within 
developments it is advisable to consider the direction of the beginning of the road.  
 
(f)  Circular Roads.  A circular road is one that returns to the same origin point or to 
the same originating road. Circular roads shall be numbered beginning at the low 
numbered intersection and continuing to the other end of the road. The outside of the 
circle is numbered first and the inside is then numbered to match and mix with the 
outside.  This will result, in most cases, with fewer numbers on the inside of the circle 
and with larger spaces between the inside numbers. Numbering sequence of the outside 
and inside of the circle shall be used throughout the entire length of the road retaining 
odd/even designations on the appropriate side of the circular road.  
 
(g)  Cul-de-Sacs.  Cul-de-sacs shall be addressed using the system based on the 
baseline/meridian structure; odd/even numbers on the appropriate sides of the road and 
meeting at the mid-point, or the back of the cul-de-sac.  
 
(h) Corner Lots.  It is preferable for corner lots to be addressed to the road off which 
the driveway is accessed. However, corner lots have the option of being addressed to the 
driveway or the front of the structure. Display of address numbers on the structure shall 
face the road to which the home is addressed. The assigned address will be determined by 
the site plan presented at the time a building permit is requested.  
 
(i) Private Drives/Easements.  Private drives/easements may be addressed to an 
existing adjoining road when they serve no more than two (2) lots or structures. Private 
drives and easements serving more than two (2) lots or structures shall be addressed to 
the private drive/easement.  
 
(j) Single Family Dwellings.  A single-family dwelling shall receive its own 
individual address determined by the basic rules for distance and direction.  
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(k) Duplexes\Apartment Residences\ Office Buildings\Strip Commercial 
Buildings.  Structures of this type shall be numbered with the main building receiving 
one address and each individual unit being assigned unit\suite numbers as secondary 
location indicators. The unit number assigned should indicate the floor location (e.g., 
“Unit 204” is the fourth unit on the second floor). Alphanumeric numbers are not 
permitted. Buildings with multiple entrances, where each entrance provides access to a 
limited number of units, shall require an address for each individual entrance. Careful 
planning shall be taken to reserve enough numbers for future divisions of units\suites. 
 
(l) Mobile/Manufactured Home Parks.  Each individual mobile home or 
manufactured home shall be assigned its own individual address following the basic rules 
for distance and direction. This generally results in leaving four to eight numbers between 
adjacent sites.  
 
(m) Townhouses.  Townhouses individually owned and not part of an apartment 
complex shall be assigned an individual address for each unit as determined by the street 
allowing main access to the building and following the basic rules for distance and 
direction. Townhouses under the apartment category will be addressed as apartments, 
with the main building receiving one address and each individual townhouse being 
assigned apartment numbers as secondary locators.  
 
(n) Condominiums.  Condominiums shall be assigned an individual address for each 
unit as determined by the street allowing main access to the building and following the 
basic rules for distance and direction. An apartment building or townhouse complex that 
is converted to a condominium shall be required to be addressed with an individual 
address for each unit.  
 
(o) Individual Commercial Buildings.  Individual commercial buildings shall be 
given one address to the road on which the driveway access is located as determined by 
the basic rules for distance and direction. When a business faces a main road, but is 
accessed from a secondary road, an address will be allowed to the main road if the 
primary entrance faces the main road. An individual building, housing more than one 
business, shall require a separate address for each unit. Suite numbers shall not be 
allowed. A large retail complex/superstore that houses one main retail business with 
additional smaller retail spaces within (e.g., Grocery store with cleaners, bank, hair salon 
etc.) shall be assigned one address for the use of all businesses located within the main 
structure. This address shall be posted on the outside of the main building in a manner 
that it is legible to the public as well as emergency responders.  
 
(p) Miscellaneous/Secondary Structures. Outbuildings and/or utilities requiring 
metering or possessing land line telephone service are required to have their own 
individual address, generally four (4) to six (6) numbers from the main residence. 
Outbuildings having their own access drive shall be assigned an address following the 
basic rules for distance and direction. 
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(q) Wireless Towers.  A wireless tower shall be assigned one address determined by 
the basic rules for distance and direction. When additional carriers are collocated thereon, 
all carriers, including the first carrier, will be assigned a Suite Number with the address.  
 
(r) Flag Lots.  Buildings obtaining access through a panhandle to a public road will 
be addressed to the public road to which they obtain access. If the lot contains two (2) or 
more principal structures and share a common access, the access itself shall be named as 
a road for addressing purposes.  
 
(s) Special Case Lots/Parcels.  Special case lots developed facing a named road 
with access provided by a private alley, from a side road, shall be numbered to the facing 
road. Individual buildings on lots created facing an unnamed driveway shall be addressed 
off the public street from which it gains access. If the structure is more than one hundred 
fifty (150) feet from the named road or is not visible from the named road, the address 
number shall be displayed on the structure and at the end of the driveway or easement 
that provides access to the structures, and be visible and legible from all directions of 
travel. 
 
5-167 Road Naming. 

(a) Names should be appropriate for the individual road and the area's nature and 
character, enhance community image, have historical, physical, aesthetic or local color 
perspective and shall not be vulgar, offensive, or reasonably subject to double meaning. 

(b) All roads that serve three (3) or more habitable structures shall be named 
regardless of whether the ownership is by public road or private road. 

(c) A road name assigned by Whitfield County shall not constitute or imply 
acceptance of the road into the county road system. 

(d) Names of living persons should be avoided.  Historical references are acceptable 
but should not duplicate the name of any person living on the road. 

(e) No two (2) roads will be given the same name (e.g., Pine Road and Pine Lane). 

(f) Roads shall have only one (1) road name.  No road shall have more than one (1) 
road name nor shall one (1) continuous route change names along the route.  All 
addresses along that road shall contain the same road name. 

(g) No two (2) roads should have similar-sounding names (e.g. Beach Street and 
Peach Street) in order to assist the public in pronouncing the name in emergency 
situations. 

(h) Road names may not be duplicated by combining two (2) words into one (1) word 
or separating one (1) word to make two (2) words; for example, Maple Crest Drive, 
Maplecrest Drive. 



Address Ordinance 
 

 Page 8 6/30/2010 

(i) Road names may not be duplicated by spelling out a number; for example, 6th 
Street, Sixth Street. 

(j) Road names which are spelled differently yet sound the same shall not be 
allowed; for example, Gayle Way is considered a duplication of Gail Lane, and Amy 
Drive is considered a duplication of Aimee Lane. 

(k) Suffix Designations:  

(1) Major arterial road: Road, Boulevard, Avenue, Street, Parkway. 

(2) Local through road: Road, Drive, Lane, Way, Avenue, Street. 

(3) Short road or cul-de-sec: Way, Court, Place, Circle, Loop. 

(l) Road Abbreviations (two (2) and three (3) character road types) will be used in 
accordance to US Postal Service Publication No. 28. 

(m) Prohibited Road Names  

(1) Road names which are difficult to pronounce or names with 
unconventional spelling. 
 
(2) Road names which are over fifteen (15) characters in total length, 
including spaces, but not including suffixes. 
 
(3) Road names which are similar to the name of an existing subdivision in 
the same addressing grid unless the street lies within that same subdivision. 
 

(n) Extensions of existing roads should be given the same name as the road extended 
 
(o) Before a new road name may be used, it must be checked, approved, and reserved 
for use by the Address Administrator to avoid duplication and other conflicts with the 
rules listed in this section. 
 
(p) Road Naming Words expressly prohibited: 
 

(1)  OAK  
 
(2)   HARBOR  
 
(3)   WOOD  
 
(4)   GREEN  
 
(5)   LAKE  
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(6)   OLD  
 
(7)   NORTH, SOUTH, EAST or WEST  
 
(8)   WHITFIELD, DALTON, TUNNEL HILL, VARNELL or COHUTTA  
 
(9)   CITY or COUNTY 
 

(q) Road Naming actions expressly prohibited are as follows:  
 

(1)  Use of initials 
 
(2)  Use of numbers, either ordinal or written 
 
(3)  Use of suffixes as primary road name 
 
(4)  Sound alike and deceptively similar names 
 
(5)  Use of special characters such as hyphens, apostrophes, or dashes; 
 
(6)  Old English spellings.  
 
(7)  Road names with less than two characters 
 
 

5-168. Private Road Naming. 
 

Any private road or easement that meets the minimum requirements for road naming 
as described herein in Section 5-167(b) shall be named.   The affected owners of private 
property along or affected by the private road or easement shall be responsible for 
proposing the road name under the following conditions: 
 
(a)  The road name meets the requirements as described elsewhere in this Article. 
 
(b)  A reasonable attempt to contact all affected owners for input.  Documentation of 

the attempt(s) may be requested by the Addressing Administrator. 
 
(c)  Within thirty (30) days of notification, the owners of land accessed by the road to 

be re-named shall submit to the Address Administrator, the following items:  
 
(1)  A person of contact for the owner group. 
 
(2)  A proposal of three different name choices, which comply with the road 

naming requirements, and that have been agreed upon by the majority of the affected 
property owners.  
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(3)  A list of all residents comprising the owner group with their current 
addresses and phone numbers.  

 
(4)  A list of all renters and their current addresses 

 
(d) The new road names will be researched by the Address Administrator. If 
submitted road names are not available, the Address Administrator will work with the 
central contact of the owner group to discuss alternatives.   Preference will be given to 
names that have historical significance. 
 
(e) Within sixty (60) days of the original notification, if a new approved road name 
has not been accepted by a majority of the owners, the Address Administrator will assign 
a road name.  
 
(f) A private road or easement with less than three (3) habitable structures may 
petition to the Address Administrator to be officially named and for the structures to be 
addressed off of that private road or easement if the distance from the beginning of the 
road to at least one habitable structure to be addressed from that road is greater than one 
thousand (1,000) feet.  
 
(g) Upon approval of the new road name by the Address Administrator, confirmation 
of the new road name will be mailed by the Address Administrator to each property 
owner affected by the change.  
 
(h) Notification of any new road names shall be sent to:  
 

(1)  Adjacent property owners and affected renters 
 
(2)  911/Central Dispatch  
 
(3)  U.S. Postal Office  
 
(4)  Whitfield County Tax Assessor  
 
(5)  Affected School District(s) 
 
(6)  Whitfield County Registrar 
 
(7)  Affected Water Utility Company  
 
(8)  Affected Electric Utility Company 
 
(9)  Affected Landline Telephone Company 
 
(10) Delivery Service Agencies 
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(i) All fees, including road signage are jointly and severally the responsibility of the 
owner(s) fronting the private drive. 

 
(j) Appeals of any decision by the Addressing Administrator with respect to naming 
of private roads shall be heard and decided by the Committee, as set forth in Section 5-
163(c)(6). 
 
5-169. Road Name Changes. 
 
Existing road name changes may be proposed when: 
 
(a) The name is in violation of any section of this Article. 
 
(b) The name interferes with the accurate dispatch of emergency vehicles or postal 
delivery. 
 
(c) The road has two (2) commonly used names or where portions of what appears to 
be the same road has two (2) or more names. 
 
(d) A change is otherwise requested and recommended by the Addressing 
Administrator and/or the 911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee. 
 
In the case of a road name change, the following procedure shall be followed:  
 

(1) The proposed reason for name change shall be documented with date and 
reporting party.  

 
(2) The property owner or owners shall be contacted in writing, using the tax 

assessor’s information to identify ownership.  
 

(3) Within thirty (30) days of notification, the owners of land accessed by the 
road proposed to be renamed shall submit to the Address Administrator, 
the following items:  

 
(a) A central person of contact for the owner group.  

 
(b) A proposal of three different name choices, which comply with the 

road naming requirements, and that have been agreed upon by the 
majority of the affected property owners.  

 
(c) A list of all residents comprising the owner group with their 

current addresses and phone numbers.  
 

(d) A list of all renters and their current addresses. 
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(4) The new road names will be researched by the Address Administrator. If 
the proposed road names are not available or not appropriate, the Address 
Administrator will work with the central contact of the owner group to 
discuss alternatives. Preference will be given to names having historical 
significance. 

 
(5) Within sixty (60) days of the original notification, if a new approved road 

name has not been accepted by a majority of the owners, the Address 
Administrator will assign a road name. 

 
(6) Upon approval of the new road name by the Address Administrator, 

confirmation of the new road name will be mailed by the Address 
Administrator to each property owner affected by the change.  

 
(7) Notification of any new road names will be sent to:  

 
(a) Adjacent Property owners and affected renters 

 
(b) 911/Central Dispatch  

 
  (c) U.S. Postal Office  
 
  (d) Whitfield County Tax Assessor  
 
  (e) Affected School District(s) 
 
  (f) Whitfield County Registrar 
 
  (g) Affected Water Utility Company  
 
  (h) Affected Electric Utility Company 
 
  (i) Affected Landline Telephone Company 

 
(8) Residents must wait at least one (1) year after the initial private road name 

assignment to request a change of road name.  
 

(9) All costs, including the cost of signage will be the responsibility of the 
supporting owners.  If the road name change is proposed by the Address 
Administrator, the County will pay for necessary signage.  

 
(10) Appeals of any decision by the Addressing Administrator with respect to 

naming of existing roads shall be heard and decided by the Committee, as 
set forth in Section 5-163(c)(6). 

 
5-170. Address Corrections.  
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Whenever an error in a numeric address or road name comes to the attention of the 
Address Administrator, he or she shall initiate proceedings to correct the error. Address 
changes become effective within thirty (30) days of receipt of Notice of Address 
Correction.  
 
(a) Numeric Correction Conditions.   
 

(1) If the existing address number violates any of the requirements of this Article. 
  

(2) If the existing number is such that the assignment of address numbers for new 
structures is not practical and in keeping with the requirements of this Article. 

 
(3)  Addresses out of range by more than 35 (+/-) numbers shall be changed as 

needed to correct range and to accommodate new growth.  
 

(4) When an easement becomes a named private drive and the structures must 
reflect the new road name using correct numerical range for the new road.  

 
(5) When an address is duplicated or otherwise violates this Article. 

 
(6) When there are insufficient addresses on the road or within a segment of the 

road to allow for future growth.  In these cases, a complete readdressing of the 
entire road may be necessary.  

 
(b) Numeric Correction Procedures.   
 

(1) The reason for the numeric change shall be documented with date and 
reporting party.  

 
(2) A new numeric address shall be determined using the County address 

standards.  
 

(3) The property owner or owners shall be contacted in written form using the 
governing assessor’s information to identify ownership.  

 
(4) Notification shall also be sent as set forth herein for other address changes. 

 
5-171. Display of Addresses. 
 
All principal buildings shall be required to display an address number in the manner 
prescribed in this Article.  
 
(a) Responsibility for Display.  It shall be the responsibility of each and every 
property owner, trustee, lessee, agent and/or occupant of each residence, apartment 
building, business, or industry to post and maintain, at all times, address numbers as 
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required under this Article. All addresses shall be displayed in such a way that they are 
unobstructed and legible from the traveled roadway.  
 
(b) Cluster Mail Box.  When a cluster mail box is used, it shall be required only that 
the address be displayed upon the structure itself.  
 
(c) Mobile/Manufactured Homes.  Mobile homes or manufactured homes located 
within a development shall display the address number in numbers of at least four (4) 
inches in height and on the side of the home facing the access road.  

 
(d) Structures located within fifty (50) feet from the edge of the road right-of 
way: 

(1) Display the assigned address number on the structure in such a manner 
that it is visible from the road. The address shall be composed of numbers that are not 
less than four (4) inches in height and contrasting in color with the background on which 
they are affixed. 
 

(2) The address shall also be displayed on both sides of the mailbox. The 
address shall be composed of reflective numbers that are not less than two (2) inches in 
height.  
 

(3) The numbers shall be reflective numbers on a contrasting background.  
 

(4) The address shall not be obstructed in any way by any form of landscape, 
other mailboxes or newspaper delivery boxes. When the mailbox is obstructed, it will be 
required that an address sign be displayed at the road, following the standards listed for 
structures located more than fifty (50) feet from the road.  
 
(e)  Structures located more than fifty (50) feet from the edge of the road right-
of-way shall comply with the previous requirements listed for structures within fifty (50) 
feet of the edge of the right of way and in addition shall: 
  

(1) Display the assigned address number on a post, fence or wall or other 
permanent structure no more than ten (10) feet back from the edge of the traveled 
roadway.  
 

(2) The address shall be composed of numbers that are not less than three (3) 
inches in height.  
 

(3) The sign shall be composed of reflective numbers on a contrasting 
background.  
 

(4) The numbers shall be not less than eighteen (18) inches above the ground 
Failure to display the address for new construction, following the county standards as 
posted within this Ordinance, will be grounds for withholding issuance of a Certificate of 
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Occupancy by the Building Department of the Addressing Entity, in accordance with the 
governing Building Code and Ordinance provisions.  
  

(5) For multiple residential and/or places of business that share a common 
single private roadway, the owner shall display address numbers at the vehicular access 
point to the private street or roadway and on the individual structures. 
  

(6) On any street where a curb exists, the owner of single-family residential 
property may paint the owner's legal address on the curb; provided, however, that the 
numbers must be no less than four inches high and that the numbers shall be white on a 
black background or black on a white background. 
 
 
2. Amend Article 1 of Chapter 7 of the Whitfield County Code of Ordinances by 
repealing in its entirety Article 1, reserving section 7.1 for future use. 

 
 
3. These amendments shall become effective immediately following enactment by 
the Board of Commissioners of Whitfield County, Georgia, the public health, safety, and 
welfare requiring it. 
 
 
4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
 
5. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Commissioners of 
Whitfield County that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this 
Ordinance are severable and if any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase shall be 
declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining sections, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases herein. 
 
 
 
 
 
SO ORDAINED, this 1st day of June, 2010. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Michael T. Babb, Chairman 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Harold Brooker, Vice Chairman 
 



Address Ordinance 
 

 Page 16 6/30/2010 

 
_____________________________________________ 
Greg Jones 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Randy Waskul 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Mike Cowan 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Samantha Bearden, Whitfield County Clerk 


