
Subdivision Types within Whitfield 
County and the City of Dalton



Whitfield County

Å Types of Subdivisions
ï The division of a tract or parcel of land into two or more lots, building sites, or other division for the 

purpose, whether immediate or future, for sale, legacy, or building development, and includes re-
subdivision and , when appropriate to the context,  relates to the process of subdividing or to the land or 
area subdivided.  For the purpose of the Whitfield County Subdivision Regulations, the definition of a 
subdivision is broken down into three subcategories as follows.

ïExempt
ÅDivision of land, which have the following characteristics are exempt from the subdivision regulations 

as set forth in this ordinance.  Under such circumstances, the resulting lot dimensions must conform 
to the minimum lots dimensions specified in the Whitfield County Zoning Ordinance and/or the 
regulations of the Whitfield County Board of Health for On-Site Sewage Management systems:

ïMinor
ÅAny division of a lot or parcel into two or more lots, building sites, parcels, or other divisions (or 

redivisionsof the same parcel which alters lot lines) which fronts upon an existing public or private 
road and which does not require any new or improved road, public water, sewer service, or other 
utility extensions, and which is not otherwise in violation of any provision of the Whitfield County 
Subdivision Regulations.

ïMajor
ÅAll subdivisions not classified as exempt or minor subdivisions.



Subdivision Submissions

Subdivision

Exempt 
Subdivision

Approval or 
denial 5 working 
days after a fully 

completed 
submission

Minor Subdivision

Approval or 
denial 5 working 
days after a fully 

completed 
submission

Major Subdivision

Pre-submittal 
conference

Preliminary Plat

15 working days 
before Planning 

Commission 
Meeting

30 days to be 
approved or 

denied by the 
Planning 

Commission

Final Plat

Approval or denial 
10 working days 

after a fully 
completed 
submittal



Exempt Subdivision Plat

Å The division of land among heirs or beneficiaries in accordance with 
the Georgia Probate Code and approved by the Whitfield County 
Probate Judge.

Å The sale of real property to adjoining landowner(s) for combination 
therein as a single parcel.

Å The sale of a portion of an existing lot or parcel to an adjoining 
landowner for combination therein, provided that the donor lot or 
parcel thereafter is not less than three acres.

Å The Acquisition of rights-of-way by any governmental unit, 
municipality, the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA), or 
the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT).

Å The division of a portion of a lot or parcel by the owner thereof solely 
for the purpose of placing said divided portion as collateral for a 
security instrument, provided the division meets at least one of the 
above described exemption requirements.



Exempt Plat Circulation chart

Surveyor

Planning 
Office

Clerk of 
Superior Court



Minor Subdivision Plat

ÅAny division of a lot or parcel into two or more lots, building 
sites, parcels, or other divisions (or redivisions of the same 
parcel which alters lot lines) which fronts upon an existing 
public or private road and which does not require any new or 
improved road, public water, sewer service, or other utility 
extensions, and which is not otherwise in violation of any 
provision of the Whitfield County Subdivision Regulations.



Minor Plat Circulation Chart

Surveyor

Environmental 
Health Dept. 

Dalton 
Utilities

Fire Dept.

Planning 
Office



Major Plat

ÅAll subdivisions not classified as exempt or minor 
subdivisions.



Major Preliminary Plat Circulation 
Chart
Developer meets with 

surveyor and soil 
scientists

Developer meets for 
preliminary conference 

Developer meets with 
Environmental Health 

Dept.

Meet with GDOT if subdivision 
accesses a state highway

Developer submits 
preliminary Plat 15 days 

before the Planning 
Commission hearing

30 days for the Planning 
Commission to approve or 

deny plat

All improvements have 
been installed or bonded 

final plat my be 
submitted



Major Final Plat Circulation Chart

Developer or surveyor

Environmental Health 
Dept.

Dalton Utilities

Fire Dept.

Planning office has 
10 days to approve 

or deny plat

Clerk of Superior Court


